Middle East Closing Session

Understanding Their Role and Significance


Two people in scripture we ought to be emulating in that Christ’s coming is so soon.

Elijah – 

We are called the Elijah people. 

1. Make way for the Lord
2. Have the Elijah message
a. Two-fold
b. Faith and keep God’s commandments
3. John the Baptist
a. Believe in the Lamb that would take away sin of world
b. Commandments – Lost head over it
4. The people who are living just before coming of Christ
a. Here are the patients of the Saints. Here are they who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.
5. We don’t talk much about law keeping. Very concerned of being legalistic. But heard Jan Paulsen give a devotional who said if you want a revival in your life…obey.

Take a look at Enoch.


Of Enoch it is written that he lived sixty-five years, and begat a son.... 

It was the love for his son that helped him understand the infinite love of God for him.


The infinite, unfathomable love of God through Christ became the subject of his meditation day and night; and with all the fervor of his soul he sought to reveal that love to the people among whom he dwelt.
35Patriarchs and Prophets, 84, 85.

As a:
1. Husband
2. Father
3. Friend
4. Citizen

We want to do this….

New Testament talks about this:

9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. Galations 6:9,10


Have run into church members who are tired and wondering if they are making a difference. Do you know any in that boat? Are any of you in that boat this morning?

We want to do good.
1. We only have so much energy
2. Weight of world on shoulders
3. Opposition 
a. From devil who doesn’t want to see anything good happen
b. From those who you thought would be supporters
4. Doing the same thing over and over
5. Not sure it is making a difference

Christ’s Example of carrying on His work despite opposition and tiredness.

Christ also lived under stress
	Devil’s target
	Pharisees
	Cares of World

Despite all of this, He never became cynical, unloving, or burnt out.

Swiss theologian named Brunner studied deeply the life of Christ to understand how Christ never “Wearied from doing good.” 

Saw God’s Grace constantly flowing in-and-out of Christ. Identified 4 practices of Christ we ought to emulate.

1. Acceptance of who He was.
a. Christ accepted He was Son of God.
i. Baptism “This is my Son”
ii. Temptations – 4 temptations
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Heard from Father at Transfiguration, Cross
iv. Our very work is a gift from God.
v. Story of Ester Johnson
b. Opposite of acceptance is soul-fatigue 
2. Sustenance	
a. Christ engaged in certain practices allowing the Father to replenish spirit
i. Prayer
ii. Circle of Friends
1. Extremely important
iii. Regular corporate worship
iv. Fed mind with scriptures
v. Enjoyed God’s creation
vi. Took long walks/time alone
vii. Welcomed Children
b. All of us are fed differently
i. Test is does activity make our hearts more tender for other or less.
ii. Story of Peter Neri
c. Signs running on empty
i. Things bother us more than they should
ii. Can’t make decisions
iii. Negative impulses
iv. Not able to delay gratification
v. Poor judgement
vi. Lack courage
vii. Lack of Peace
3. Significance
a. Making a difference beyond ourselves
b. Christ understood His ministry
c. Philippians 2
d. Story of Mitch – Boy who’s mom was marrying a man who hated him.
e. You are difference maker/makes it all worth it
f. Busy vs. Hurried in light of significance
i. Full schedule		preoccupied
ii. Activities			Unable to be present
iii. Outward condition	Inward condition
iv. Physically draining	Spiritually draining
v. Reminds me of God	Unavailable to God
4. Achievement
a. Grateful for what God has done
b. Counting blessings
c. Elijah/Said he was only one/God pointed out many others



